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Presentation Outline
What is the Vermont Biomedical Research Network (VBRN)? 

Why do summer research?

Overview of the VBRN internship program
◦ Application process
◦ Timeline of events

Example internships

Q&A



VBRN Mission Statement
The mission of VBRN is to build a culture to promote 
biomedical research infrastructure in Vermont. Our focus is on 
human health and behavior as broadly defined. The goal is to 
build and sustain a culture of research throughout the state by 
facilitating the research capacity of faculty members, and the 
education of undergraduates, at our baccalaureate partner 
institutions.



• Program founded in 2001 (BRIN + INBRE)

• Funded by the National Institutes of Health, the 
largest public funder of biomedical research in the 
world ($47+ billion annually)

• UVM is lead institution
• 5 baccalaureate partner institutions
• 2 network partners 

Vermont Biomedical 
Research Network (VBRN)



Vermont Biomedical 
Research Network (VBRN)

Expand biomedical research 
opportunities for students at all 
partner institutions!



Benefits of 
Undergraduate 
Research
Understand the research process

Understand how scientists work on 
problems

Learn lab techniques

Develop skills in the interpretation of 
results

Gain data analysis skills

Improve presentation skills



Benefits of 
Undergraduate 
Research
Having tolerance for obstacles

Learn to work independently and in a 
group

Understand how knowledge is constructed

Gain self confidence

Understand that assertions require 
supporting evidence

Clarification of a career path



VBRN Internship Program
Goal: Expand off-campus biomedical research opportunities for students at 
VBRN partner institutions 

Open to undergraduate students in our network (at any partner institution) 
who will be enrolled as undergraduates in Fall 2025.

Conduct research full-time this summer in a variety of disciplines
• Public health
• Data Science
• Microbiology
• Nutrition & Food Science
• And more!

Internship dates: 
Thursday, June 5 - Friday, August 1, 2025 



VBRN Internship Locations

VBRN’s Lead Institution Local biotechnology industry partners 
in Colchester, Vermont

Regional INBRE Program Internship “Exchange” Program



Internship Program Benefits
$5,400 salary (minus deductions)

$1,000 for supplies and/or conference travel

Dormitory housing at UVM (or the host institution if intern is part of  
the Regional INBRE Exchange Program)  



Internship Program 
Requirements
• Work 37.5 hours a week conducting research for the 8-week internship

• Present a poster on your research at VBRN Career Day (April 2026)

• Participate in surveys and annual and long-term career tracking



Application Process
Executed through the online VBRN application portal
◦ Create a username and password

◦ You will receive a confirmation email once a VBRN employee approves your request 

Application progress can be saved and edited. However, once 
submitted, no changes can be made.

Application due date: February 21, 2025 at 4:00 PM EST



Application Process (cont.)
Application materials include:
◦ Statement of purpose (no template, up to 500 words):

◦ Student’s interest in a biomedical research opportunity 
◦ Student’s future career plans
◦ Description of your prior research experience, including lab coursework

◦ Resume/Curriculum vitae (highlight prior research 
    experience, if applicable)

◦ Unofficial transcript(s) from your institution

◦ Your top three research locations ranked in order of interest 
(1=first choice, 2=second choice, 3=third choice)



Application Process (cont.)
◦ Reference information (email address and phone number) for one 

faculty member who will provide a letter of recommendation. 
◦ The faculty member will receive an email from VBRN with instructions for submitting the 

reference. The letter must be received by vbrn@uvm.edu by the application due date.

As part of the selection process, students will be required to have 
a conversation (in person or via telephone or videoconferencing) 
with their lab mentor before being offered the internship.

mailto:vbrn@uvm.edu


Application Instructions (aka 
Request For Application)



Application Instructions (aka 
Request For Application)



Application Screenshots
1. https://vbrn.org/vbrn-awards/#students

Two ways to 
access the 
application

https://vbrn.org/vbrn-awards/


Application Screenshots
2. https://vbrn.org/

Two ways to 
access the 
application

https://vbrn.org/


Application Screenshots



Application Screenshots



Application Screenshots





Timeline of Events
Application due date: Friday, February 21, 2025

Mentor-applicant interviews: March 2025

Acceptance letters sent to applicants: April 2025

Internship start and orientation: Thursday June 5, 2025

Internship ends: Friday August 1, 2025

Present research poster at Career Day in April 2026



Former Intern-Anais 
Sidonia
Landmark College graduate in the Life Sciences

Interned in Dr. Jana Kraft’s lab at UVM

Researched how long-term dietary fatty 
acid can affect insulin sensitivity in older 
individuals

“I don’t think I could have gotten any more 
fortunate, honestly, because not only do I have 
an internship before I even have a degree, but 
it’s extremely rare for an undergraduate to have 
a paid internship at a really good university.”



Former Intern - Lauren 
Kenneally
Norwich University student in Nursing

Interned at the White River Junction Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center

Analyzed data retrospectively on reports of suicide in veterans 
after they were discharged from a drug treatment program



Former Intern-Damian 
Gauthney
Morgan State University (Delaware) student in Exercise 
Science

Interned in Dr. Sambit Mohapatra’s lab at UVM

Assessed tools and tests used to study concussions. 
The goal of his project was to use his knowledge of 
psychological science to identify gaps in the existing 
methods of data collection and help develop more 
effective methods. 



Questions?
Contact the VBRN Coordinator at your institution or ….

Institution VBRN Institutional Coordinator Email

Vermont State University
 (Castleton, Randolph and Williston) Dr. Andrew Vermilyea andrew.vermilyea@vermontstate.edu
Vermont State University 
(Johnson and Lyndon) Dr. Greg Petrics greg.petrics@vermontstate.edu

Norwich University Dr. Darlene Olsen dolsen1@norwich.edu

Middlebury University Dr. Rick Bunt rbunt@middlebury.edu

St. Michael’s College Dr. Mark Lubkowitz mlubkowitz@smcvt.edu

Community College of Vermont (all campuses) Ryan Joy ryan.joy@ccv.edu

Landmark College Lynn Arnold or Jan Copelan JanCoplan@landmark.edu

Champlain College Dr. Scott Stevens stevens@champlain.edu

NE Regional INBRE Institutions (DE, ME, NH, RI) VBRN Staff vbrn@uvm.edu



Questions?
Contact one of us:
◦ Heather Driscoll: hdriscol@norwich.edu
◦ Jason Botten: jason.botten@med.uvm.edu
◦ VBRN Administrative Team: vbrn@uvm.edu

For technical questions about the VBRN student application 
portal: vbrnwebstaff@list.uvm.edu

mailto:hdriscol@norwich.edu
mailto:jason.botten@med.uvm.edu
mailto:vbrn@uvm.edu
mailto:vgnwebstaff@list.uvm.edu
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